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Planning a worm bin

Binet Payne's worm bins are as simple as you can get, but using her
figures you can make a worm bin as fancy as you please.  When

designing your worm bin, plan to keep it pretty shallow --- twelve inches
deep worked well for her --- and to provide one cubic foot of bin space

per pound of daily food waste.  A family that produces a pound or two

of food waste per day can get away with a 2 cubic foot worm bin (2 feet

by one foot by one foot), but Binet Payne's school produces perhaps ten
times that amount of food waste per day so she built her bins to be

about 32 cubic feet.

The most basic worm bin is simply a wooden frame made of 2X12s with

a plywood bottom and lid.  To keep costs low, Binet made her bins 8
feet by 4 feet, so each one used three pieces of lumber for the sides and

one full sheet of plywood for the top and another for the bottom.  She

warns not to use treated wood, but she didn't find any problems when

using cedar to extend the life of her worm bin.

Binet's bins were propped up on

railroad ties or cinderblocks to

provide a bit of air space underneath, and she drilled half inch

holes every nine inches along the width of the bottom and
every 18 inches along the length.  In my own experience, I've

found that the worm tea is the most valuable byproduct of
vermiculture, so I'd add some sort of collection basin
underneath to capture any liquid that seeps out the holes.  Lay

a sheet of black plastic on top of the bin contents below the
plywood lid, and your quick and dirty bin is complete.

For those of you who have gone beyond the under-the-sink worm bin scale, what does your bin look
like?  I'd love to hear from anyone who's built a bin that keeps the worms happy, collects compost

tea, and is still cheap to put together.
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This post is part of our Worm Cafe lunchtime series.  Read all of the entries:
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